16                PEASANT LIFE IN CHINA

is specially well developed in the villages around Lake
Tai, This specialization is due, according to the local
people, to the good quality of the water. It is said that
the so-called tsatlee silk is produced only in the area
about four miles in diameter around Kaihsienkung,
How far this statement is true is another question, but
the importance of the village in rural industry is
beyond doubt. During its prosperous period, this
area not only contributed a large part of China's silk
export but also supplied the demand for raw material
for the domestic weaving industry of the neighbouring
town Shang Tse (Map II). The weaving industry
of that town before its decline had been known to be
able to produce " ten thousand pieces a day."

The rural silk industry began to decline when the
modern factory for silk manufacturing with its im-
proved technique of production was introduced both
into Japan and China. This industrial revolution
changed the fortunes of the domestic rural industry.

" Previous to 1909 . . . the quantity of Chinese silk
exported had been larger than that of Japanese silk.
In 1907, for instance, the two were almost the same.
It was only in 1909, however, that Japanese silk export
began to exceed that of China, and this advantage the
former has been able to keep up ever since. In fact,
in recent years, the Japanese export was nearly three
times that of this country. From the point of view of
our foreign trade, silk also decreased in significance
since 1909. Before that date it used to constitute from
20 to 30 per cent, of our total exports, but the average
for the years 1909-1916 fell to 17 per cent/' *

The amount of produce, however, had been in-
creasing although irregularly up to 1923. But owing

* D, K. Lieu, The Silk J&teling Industry in Shanghai, 1933, p. 9.